Duck/McMahan: Communication in Everyday Life

Chapter 10: Health Communication
Internet Activities
1. Online Social Support: Have students think of an illness (i.e., Lupus, Lung Cancer, Osteoporosis) and then go to the internet and locate as many websites as they can that offer social support for that specific illness. In what ways do they offer similar services? Different services? Why might a patient choose one over another? Allow class time for discussion to see what students found.
2. Patient-Provider Relationship: Medical and dental students are typically offered very little education and/or training in the area of patient-provider communication. Have students evaluate one medical school’s approach to teaching students how they can best communicate with their patients. Ask students to review the criteria listed for building cross-cultural relationships and see what seems realistic and what does not?  What are some of the “real-life” implications that complicate patient-provider interactions that may not be addressed on the website?
http://www.med.umich.edu/multicultural/ccp/approaches.htm
3. Medication Advertisements: This website provides a section of images and videos where students can see how advertisements for medications and drugs have evolved over time. Have students review these ads and note how much things have/have not changed over time.
http://prescriptiondrugs.procon.org/
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